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D iscour £ Functions of M etaphor
M iao Xingwei L iaoM ei-zhen
(Shandong U niversity, Jinan 250100, China; Huazhong Nomal U niversity, W uhan 430079, China)

A s an important foundation for the organization of our conceptual systan, metgphor plays a significant role in linguistic ex-
pressions The systamaticity of metgphorical concepts and the interaction betveen the conceptual domains of metgohor endov me-
taphor with discourse functions A sa textual strategy, metgphor extends at discourse level as a result of analogical trandfer, which
mapsmetgphorical entaiments fram the surce damain onto the target damain, and in 9 doing contributes to the construction of
disourse  In the first place, metgphorical extension foms systematic lexical cohesive netvorks and thus enhances discourse co-
herence Secondly, the interaction between the conceptual damainsof metgphor at discourse level reaults in mapping relations be-
twveen chunksof discourse, and enables discourse © unfold in accordance with a ecific mgpping pattern

Key words metgphor, disoourse function; metgphorical extension
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( 2000)

(Chilton 2004, EI
Refeie 2001, M ulff 2004, Santa Ana 1999, Sanino
2002) ,
(Cabaliero 2003, L iao 1999, Pon-
terotto 2000, Steen 2004, W ee 2005)
M Quade & A wan
( stylistic metgphor)
(extended metaphor)
, Tranquility isa

(1998)

woodland river winding through hills in litude
(Shelley).

Every man has in him=elf a continent of un-
discovered character Hegppy is he who acts the Co-
(Sird Stevens)

: a continent of
the Columbus © his owvn

lumbus © hisovn sul

undiscovered character

ul, ,

TME ISMONEY. . 7

(tenor)
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attack a position, indefensible, strategy, new
line of attack,win, gain ground “ ”
« " AR-

QUM ENT ISWAR (L akoff & Johnson 1980: 7)

, ARQJ-
MENTSARE BULD NGS, ARGUMENT ISWAR,
ARGQUMEBENT IS OURNEY, ARGMENT IS CON-

TA NER ( 1995: 69)
Camermon ,
(1)
(2)

W hat is the writer telling us? The siory
talks about raccoons The next question says (3)

(Cameron
1999: 16) ,

(analogical trander) ,
) (L akoff 1987, Or-
ony 1993, Vosiiadou & Ortony 1989)

( )
The Renaissance, as it pread, like some
marvelous infectious disease of the girit, across the
face of Europe, manifested itself in different coun-
tries by different gmptoms In Italy, the country of
origin, the Renaissance was, more than anything,

an outburst of painting, architecture, and sculpture
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Scholarship and religious refomation were, in Ger-
many, the typical manifestations of the disease But
when this gorgeous iritual measles crossed the
English Channel,
sively literary. The first pranonitory ouch of the in-
Italy brought out Chaucer W ith the
next bout of the disease England produced the Eliza-
bethans (A ldous Huxley)

its sgmptoms were aimost exclu-

fection fram

” “* ” (Outbura) % ”
(manifestation, symptom) “ " (measles)
“ " (premonitory tuch) “ " (bout)

Robins & M ayer
(franing function) (Robins & M ayer 2000)

International trade isawar Tariffs, or trade
rules, are barricades that shield the vital interests of
countries fram ham. Vicbory is achieved when a
country maintains its ovn safeguards but is able ©
penetrate the markets of its adversary The trade
deficitmeans thatwe are losing ground on the battle-
field of the trade war Tariffswould shield us fram
auch loss and help us reclam our trade territory
(Robins & M ayer )

International trade is a wo-way street Ta-
riffs, or trade rules, are obstacles in the road that
impede the flow of trade traffic Success in trade is
achieved by removing all obstacles on both sides of
the street allowing the free passage of goods The
trade deficit means that these obstacles are causing
stop and go traffic on the roads of trading Tariffs
would prevent us fron gpeeding up again and rea-
ching our trading destination (ibid )

Intemational trade is a
war Interational trade is a wo-way street

1 ” 1 ” 1

History consists of a compus of ascertained
facts The facts are available o the hisorian in do-
cuments, incriptions, and © on, like fish on the
fidmonger’ s slah The hisorian collects tham,
takes than hame, and cooks and =erves them in
whatever style gppeals o him. Acton, whos culi-
nary tasteswere austere, wanted them served plain
(E M. cCarr)

, The facts are like fish on

the fidmonger’ s slab ,
, collects
takes

tere-served plain

hame-cook s-serves-style-culinary tastesaus

The model was like a man lying on his
back The nave was his legs placed together; the
transepts on either side were his ams outgpread
The choirwas his body; and the lady chagpel, where
nonv the services would be held, was his head
( Goatly)

(chunks)

( balanced fol-
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lov-up mapping) (parallel progres , ; ,
sive) (lopsided mapping) ( )

(L izo 1999) , (

) ( recursive mapping)
(camplex mgpping)

Some books are b be tasted, others o be
svalloved, and ssme fev t© be chewved and diges
ted;, that is, some books are O be read only in
parts others o be read, but not curiously; and
sme fav o be read wholly, and with diligence and
attention (FrancisBacon,“ Of Studies’)

o be tasted
o be svalloved
o be chaved ang

digested

o be read only in parts

o be read, but not curiously
| o be read wholly, andwith
diligence and attention

( 2)

aman lying on hisbac - | the model
his legs placed together|] - | the nave

his am s outgread - | the transpts
his body — | the choir
his head - Lthe lady chape)
2
2 )
, ( aman lying on

his back the model )
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For a thousand years man has been pushing
his civilization, like a great showvball, uphill All
the tme he has pushed it uphill, while it got huger
and huger in the belief that hewould come at last ©
the heppy top. Now he no longer believes there is
any op. And as amatter of fact, there i’ t SO he
has fallen into a funk, the go has gone out of him.
And the showball of his own accumulation begins
sowvly o roll back on him, dowly first, but with
gathering maomentum, forcing him downhill This is
what is happening today. (D. H. Lawvrence)

The people of Nazi Gemany were svayed by
Hitler s rhebric A lthough he had conmitted his
people © a course of war, he found it easy o per-
suade them of the virtue of his actions Everyone in
Europe at the tmewas awvare of the consequences of
war, but the Gemans had a blind belief in Hitler
The sheep followed the leader over the clift (W hit-
ney, Budd & M io)

the sheep folloved thg —] The people of
leader over the cliff Nazi Gemany were

svayed by Hitler' s rhetboric

He found it easy o
persuade them of

the virtue of his actions
The Gemans had a blind
belief_in Hitler
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Having a language is like having access o a
very large canvas and © hundredsor even thousands
of colors But the canvas and the colors come fram
the past They are hand-me-dovns Aswe leam to
use thean, we find out that those around us have
strong ideas about what can be dravn, in what pro-
portions, inwhat combinations, and for what pumpo-
*s.. Just like artworks, our linguistic products
are constantly evaluated, recycled or discarded
(D uranti)

having access o

a very large canvas ang
0 hundreds or even

_J| having a Ianguﬂ
thousands of colors

The canvas and the color$ | inquistic products

come from  the past

[ art work$

Shen & Balaban

(Shen & Balaban
1999)

Before landing (POLITICS IS A JOUR-
NEY) in the Labor Party he had flirted (POL ITICS
ISROMANTIC RELATIONS) with thelL ikud Party;
ne-vertheless, his oots (POL ITICANS ARE AA-
NTS) have aways been in theL abor Party ideology:.
(Shen & Balaban)
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